WAHSET 

POLICY & PROCEDURES

EMERGENCY CARE 2008-2009 Season

MISSION:
To ensure standardized safety and emergency procedures, in order to maximize safety for athletes, audience and animals.

1.
Medical Release

All athletes/members must complete and sign the health and medical release form, authorizing emergency medical treatment by local professionals.


All horses will be treated by a local "on-call" veterinarian in an emergency.

2.
Emergency Medical On-Site Care
The District Chair will coordinate the medical response team.  If you are a trained professional and wish to assist, please contact the office at the start of the show to register.

In the event of an emergency, 911 will be called immediately after being examined by the on-site personnel, who will assess the level of emergency treatment needed.  Show personnel will make the 911 calls.

On site medical care will be administered only by trained personnel until the patient is transferred to the ambulance.  Keep the patient quiet and calm…DO NOT ALLOW THEM TO GET UP IF PATIENT HIT HEAD OR COMPLAINS OF NECK OR BACK PAIN.

3.
Disposition of Athletes/Horses during accident


Rider Injuries:

When an ambulance is summoned, all athletes are to return their horses to their stall immediately in a quiet, calm manner.  (Many horses will be nervous at the sound of sirens and flashing lights) Show personnel will inform you that an ambulance is in route.

Athletes will remain in the barns with their horses until show personnel advise you otherwise.  This is to ensure all athletes are accounted for by your coaches.  Your coach will advise you on further procedures.

Please DO NOT RUN INTO THE AREA.  It will only delay emergency procedures.  

Parents/Fans please remain quietly in the grandstands until the ambulance has left, so as not to interfere or delay the response.  Exception:  Parents of athlete injured are asked to make their way quietly to the scene.

The medical response team and coach will fill out appropriate accident reporting forms.  One copy will remain in the show office.

Horse Injuries:
There will be a designated veterinarian in the local area "on call" for animal emergencies.   The name and phone number will be posted at the office.  In the event of an injury, show personnel will contact him/her for you.  If you have a favorite veterinarian in the local area, you may contact him/her directly.

The owner will be responsible for expenses on all emergency calls.

If a serious injury occurs during a show, and it is determined unsafe to move the horse:  show personnel will call a veterinarian and announce a show delay.  All other athletes will return your horses to their stalls and remain in the barns until advised further by your coach.

The horse owner will fill out appropriate accident reporting forms to be filed in the office.  This will allow us to keep statistics on our events.

