_____________ High School Equestrian Team Rules and Criteria 

The Equestrian team for __________ is a school sanctioned activity/sport the same as Football, Basketball, and Soccer, FFA etc.  As part of the Equestrian Team you are expected to conduct yourself with integrity and good sportsmanship at all times. 

You are governed by the _______ Activity code and the W AHSET Code of Conduct and the criteria of these rules.  Any infractions of these rules will be handled by your coaches on an individual basis. 

Dress code will be strictly enforced. 

As a member of this team how you present yourself at competitions, practices, school, and in the community reflects on our sport. 

1. Dress neat and clean. 

2. During competition or receiving team awards you will be expected 

to wear the team shirt and black or blue jeans . 

3. Hair neatly groomed with no unnatural hair colors. 

4. Facial hair must be neatly trimmed or shaved. 

5. Only earlobe earrings will be allowed at competitions.  Facial Piercing could be a safety hazard.

6. While wearing the WAHSET name or logo and mounted on a horse you must wear a helmet no matter where you are.  Helmets are required at all practices and team activities.

Sportsmanship and Attitude 

You will be expected to have a positive attitude towards all Coaches, Judges, Event Personnel, Parents, and other team members.  Remember, your coaches are volunteers and deserve your respect at all times.  As well as all the other people helping at meets.  If at any time you or your parents have concerns about the program, please contact your coaches or advisor so that the issues can be addressed.  Good communication is important in order to function as a team.  If you think an issue is out of control we will discuss the situation once everyone has the facts, and everyone has had time to properly assess the matter at hand.  If need be the district chair will be brought in to help handle the matter.  Coaches will be the only ones to call a meeting with the athletes. 

Practices and Absences 

In order to give 100% commitment to this sport you will be expected to attend all practices and competitions on time.  If you can not make a practice or competition, or will be late, you must personally contact one of your coaches in advance.  Excused absences or tardiness will be at coach's discretion.  In order for you and your horse to be in top athletic condition you will be expected to practice at least 2 days a week other than at the team practice.  This will show in your horse's condition.  Take practice seriously. I f you don't make practice you have less say in your position on the team.  Have fun but give your coaches your full attention.  You may be asked to compete in classes you normally do not ride in or to ride another horse.  All riders will compete in classes coaches feel are appropriate for maximum team points.  Riders will have some choices but the coach's choices are final. 

Practices will be set at the beginning of the year, as soon as we get arenas arraigned, and times. Your own practices can be at anytime.  We will inform you of any cattle arena times and locations we hear about. 

Expectations at competitions 

1. You and your horse will be expected to arrive at the time designated by your coaches. These meets are no different than attending any other school sanctioned event. 

2. Under no circumstances will athletes be allowed to drive themselves to or from the competition without a parent or guardian as per W AHSET rules. 

3. Under no circumstances will athletes be allowed to stay in motel rooms or campers without parent or guardian at the meets. 

4. Each athlete has to have a parent or guardian present during their competitions at the meets. 

5. Be prepared to ride in whichever classes your coaches need you in. 

6. Your position on the team is determined by: 

A. Times 

B. Ability 

C. Practice Participation 

D. Attitude 

7. Always strive to do your best. 

8. Have a positive, fun, and rewarding competition. 

Expectations for Parents 

1. Parents need to help with getting rider to practice on time (or make arrangements ahead of time).

2. Help set up weekly practice. 

3. WAHSET competitions are run entirely by volunteer help, each parent will be asked to work at a competition.  Assignments will be designated at the team meets when we are assigned an event. 

4. Always be there to support your child. 

5. When family and friends attend meets. 

A. Positive cheering. 

B.   No interference in competitor's events. 

C.  Always welcome to help. 

D. Any problems, not welcome back (I strike rule) 

E. Athletes are responsible to inform family and friends of these facts. 

F. Any questions ask your coaches.
Disciplinary Policies and Procedures (suggested actions)

First Violations 

· Discussion, Plan of action for improvement 

· Loss of points for athlete or team 

· Disqualification for athlete or team 

· Disqualification from a class 

· Suspension from a meet 

Second Violations 

· Disqualification for athlete or team 

· Disqualification from a class 

· Suspension from present meet 

· Suspension from next meet 

· Expulsion from WAHSET 

Third Violations 

· Disqualification for athlete or team 

· Suspension from present meet and next meet 

· Expulsion from WAHSET

Lettering Criteria 

Final decisions about who will letter will be left to the coach's discretion. Coaches will make final decisions on Varsity and Jr. Varsity slots. Consideration for lettering will be by the following guidelines. 

1. Adhere to the WAHSET, ________ Activity Code and ________ Rules and Criteria. 

2. Attend all practices and competitions. Coaches may make exceptions. 

3. Complete the season. 

4. Competed in a majority of varsity classes and team events and/or qualified to compete at the state competition.

5. Showed continued improvement at practices and competitions. 

6. Maintain school eligibility throughout the entire season. 

Fundraisers and Sponsors 

__________ will do Fundraisers each year to help pay for costs, for you and stall fees. Your coaches have set up accounts in each rider's name.  Money from fundraising will go to your account.  Sponsor money will go to the team, not to anyone individual.  A banner will be made every year to acknowledge our sponsors, along with a team picture. 

Please feel free to contact your coaches if necessary. Our goal for this activity/sport is to give each of our riders an opportunity and experience to grow both as an athlete and as a person. Remember this is a team activity/sport. You win as a team and you loose as a team not as an individual. 

Insert Coaches Contact information here.  (
